CHAPTER X

THE BERAR TRUST

IF the request of the Nizam for the re-opening of the Berar
question in His HighnessJs letter to Lord Reading of 25th
October, 1923, is to be properly appreciated, the earlier
history of the subject must be borne in mind. It may not
make very pleasant reading in the twentieth century, but
facts are facts. The story really starts with the battle of
Kurdla in 1795, when the confederated Maratha Princes,
thanks to the French-trained battalions of De Boigne,
overthrew the Nizam's similarly trained but numerically
inferior forces under another French officer named Raimond.
It starts at that point because the Nizam was then left
without any military defence whatever, and military argu-
ments formed the basis on which the Berar Trust was
formed.

Four years later the power of Tippu Sultan was annihilated
at Seringapatam, and the East India Company began to
make preparations for its impending contest with the
Maratha Powers. Among those preparations the first was
to revive the military power of the Nizam, and this time on
a British instead of a foreign foundation. A Treaty was
concluded in the year 1800, by which a force of 1,000 horse
and 8,000 infantry was to be raised, trained and officered
under British direction for the defence of Hyderabad, and
for its maintenance the Nizam surrendered to the British
the territory assigned to him under the partition treaty
that followed the overthrow of the Hyder Ali dynasty. This
first corps was known as the Subsidiary Force, and the Treaty
of 1800 provided that it was to be employed only against
a foreign foe. It was a protection against the Marathas,
but it could not be employed against rebellious subjects,
or for the collection of revenue, and after the second
Maratha War the Nizam had more need of the latter services
from a body of troops than of the former.
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